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Bank of America Names Transitions as Spokane Neighborhood Champion in Recognition of Work to 
Advance Economic Mobility  

Program Provides $50,000 in Grant Support and an Opportunity for Virtual Leadership Training 
 
 
SPOKANE – Transitions has been named the 2021 Bank of America Neighborhood Champion for its work 
in the Spokane community. Through a multi-year grant from Bank of America, the organization will be 
able to scale its programs which help address poverty and homelessness in the region.  
  
As part of the program, Transitions will receive $50,000 in grant support as well as virtual leadership 
training delivered by experts in the nonprofit sector on topics like human capital management, 
increasing financial sustainability and storytelling.  
 
“Our defining goal at Transitions is to empower and equip our participants to find healing, stability and 
self-sufficiency,” said Edie Rice-Sauer, executive director, Transitions. “With support from Bank of 
America, we will be able to help more women make life-transforming changes from homelessness and 
crises toward independence and stability.”   
 
In Spokane, 37 percent of female-headed households live in poverty. Transitions aims to reduce that 
number through its unique programs, including transitional and supportive housing for women and 
children, job training and vocational counseling, trauma-informed childcare and a downtown women’s 
drop-in center. Funding from Bank of America’s grant will support Transitions’ New Leaf Kitchen and 
Café’s third location, which will be housed at the Spokane Public Library when it opens in early 2022. The 
new location will help Transitions reach new communities in need and connect them with communities 
of support. In addition to providing needed services at the café, New Leaf is a trauma-informed culinary 
job training program designed to help low-income women gain the professional skills and confidence 
necessary for economic self-sufficiency.  
 
“Transitions is helping to bridge important gaps for low-income individuals and families to help them 
chart a path toward economic opportunity and stability,” said Kurt Walsdorf, president, Bank of America 
Spokane. “The Spokane community will soon be able to contribute to Transitions’ positive impact by 
visiting its newest New Leaf Kitchen and Café location in the heart of downtown Spokane.” 
 
The Neighborhood Champions program is invitation-only for nonprofits who are poised to take their 
work to the next level. Leading members of the community participated in a collaborative selection 
process to identify this year’s awardee.  
 
The Neighborhood Champions program is an extension of the bank’s signature philanthropic initiative, 
Neighborhood Builders®, the largest corporate philanthropic investment in nonprofit leadership in the 
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country. Since the program’s inception in 2019, Bank of America has invested $6.3 million in 126 
organizations within 42 communities through the Neighborhood Champions program. 
 
Transitions 
Transitions works to end poverty and homelessness for women and children in Spokane, WA. To achieve 
this mission they operate six programs—Women’s Hearth, Miryam’s House, Transitional Living Center, 
EduCare, New Leaf Kitchen & Cafe, and Home Yard Cottages—helping women move their lives forward 
from homelessness and poverty to hope and self-sufficiency. 
 
For more information, visit the Transitions website or follow the organization on Facebook. 
 
Bank of America 
At Bank of America, we’re guided by a common purpose to help make financial lives better, through the 
power of every connection. We’re delivering on this through responsible growth with a focus on our 
environmental, social and governance (ESG) leadership. ESG is embedded across our eight lines of 
business and reflects how we help fuel the global economy, build trust and credibility, and represent a 
company that people want to work for, invest in and do business with. It’s demonstrated in the inclusive 
and supportive workplace we create for our employees, the responsible products and services we offer 
our clients, and the impact we make around the world in helping local economies thrive. An important 
part of this work is forming strong partnerships with nonprofits and advocacy groups, such as 
community, consumer and environmental organizations, to bring together our collective networks and 
expertise to achieve greater impact. Learn more at about.bankofamerica.com, and connect with us on 
Twitter (@BofA_News). 
 
For more Bank of America news, including dividend announcements and other important 
information, visit the Bank of America newsroom and register for news email alerts. 
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